DALTON HARTWELL , the Little Prince
BRANDON A. WRIGHT, the Aviator

December 14, 18, 19 and 20
10:00am and 12:15pm
Grades K and up

Learning Through Theatre is sponsored by David E. and Joanne M. Wood
The Little Prince is sponsored by Nartel Family Foundation
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Copyright © 1943 and renewed 1971 by Harcourt Brace & Co.
Produced by special arrangement with THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING
COMPANY of Woodstock, Illinois

December 14, 18, 19 and 20
10:00am and 12:15pm
Grades K and up
In the middle of the Sahara Desert, a stranded aviator
meets the Little Prince, who hails from a small, faraway
asteroid. Their dreamlike journey unfolds across a
universe sparking our imaginations along the way.
“All grown-ups were once children…but only few of them
remember it.”

EXCELLENCE AT THE REP
Flint Repertory Theatre’s commitment is to provide
the city of Flint and surrounding communities with
highly imaginative, thought provoking theatre that is
challenging, entertaining and inspiring for all ages.
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The information and activities in this Educator’s Performance Guide are intended for use in all classrooms and with students of all abilities.
If you need assistance in adapting any of the information in this guide,
please contact Samuel J. Richardson, The Rep’s Managing Director at 810.237.2522 or SRichardson@FlintRep.org
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BEFORE the
PERFORMANCE

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHTS
RICK CUMMINS is the composer/author of several Off-Broadway
and regional theatre musicals and plays -- That’s Life! (Outer Critics
Circle nominee); The Little Prince (starring Tony Award winner
Daisy Eagan, and now available in four different formats through
Dramatic Publishing Company); Pets! ( produced at Playhouse 91
and Theatre East, also available through DPC); Sherlock Holmes and
the Red-Headed League (Theatreworks USA, published by Samuel
French, Inc.); Tiny Tim’s Christmas Carol (Brooklyn Academy of
Music, and now the annual holiday show for the Pennsylvania Rep
Company); Amos & Olga (Playhouse by the River), and A Virtual
Woman (staged readings at AMAS Musical Theatre). Rick’s incidental
music scores for classic plays such as Death of a Salesman, The
Glass Menagerie, Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, The Taming of the Shrew, Sam Shepard’s Icarus’s Mother,
and others have been performed in New York, Sweden, Germany,
Italy, Canada, and across the U.S. On compact disc, his music can be
heard on Varese-Sarabande’s Broadway Bound: New Writers for the
Musical Theatre, Dottie Burman’s I’m In Love With My Computer,
and Leahy Production’s That’s Life! He has also written music and
lyrics for children’s songs, industrials, and film. He is an alumnus of
New York’s BMI/Lehman Engel Musical Theatre Workshop and is a
member of the Dramatists Guild and ASCAP.
Source: Dramatic Publishing

John Scoullar, playwright and lyricist
Born in Providence, R.I., Scoullar began his performing career
at age 12 with the American tour of the Bolshoi Ballet and made
his Broadway debut in Over Here with the Andrews Sisters.
Original productions of King of Hearts, Leonard Bernstein’s
Candide and Truckload followed. Off Broadway credits include
The Hot L Baltimore, God Bless You Mr. Rosewater, The Crazy
Locomotive and The Red Blue Grass Western Flyer Show.
Scoullar died in 2011 of complications with skin cancer.
Source: Variety Magazine, March 2011
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SOURCE MATERIAL
The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

BEFORE the
PERFORMANCE

continued

the little
prince
Adapted by Rick Cummins
and John Scoullar
Based on the novella by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
December 14 - 23
Copyright © 1943 and renewed
1971 by Harcourt Brace & Co.
Produced by special arrangement with THE DRAMATIC
PUBLISHING COMPANY of
Woodstock, Illinois

ABOUT SOURCE AUTHOR
(Source: The Encyclopaedia Britannica)

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, in full Antoine-Marie-Roger de SaintExupéry, (born June 29, 1900, Lyon, France—died July 31, 1944, near
Marseille), French aviator and writer whose works are the unique
testimony of a pilot and a warrior who looked at adventure and
danger with a poet’s eyes. His fable Le Petit Prince (The Little Prince)
has become a modern classic.
Saint-Exupéry came from an impoverished aristocratic family. A
poor student, he failed the entrance examination to the École Navale
and then studied architecture for several months at the École des
Beaux-Arts. In 1921 he was conscripted into the French air force,
and he qualified as a military pilot a year later. In 1926 he joined
the Compagnie Latécoère in Toulouse and helped establish airmail
routes over northwest Africa, the South Atlantic, and South America.
In the 1930s he worked as a test pilot, a publicity attaché for Air
France, and a reporter for Paris-Soir. In 1939, despite permanent
disabilities resulting from serious flying accidents, he became a
military reconnaissance pilot. After the fall of France (1940), he left
for the United States; he remained there until 1943, when he resumed
flying with his former squadron in the Mediterranean theatre. In 1944
he took off from an airfield in Corsica to conduct a reconnaissance
mission over France and never returned. Sixty years later, wreckage
raised from the seabed near Marseille was identified as belonging
to his plane. It had probably been shot down by an enemy fighter,
though the cause of the crash may never be known.
Saint-Exupéry found in aviation both a source for heroic action and
a new literary theme. His works exalt perilous adventures at the cost
of life as the highest realization of man’s vocation. In his first book,
Courrier sud (1929; Southern Mail), his new man of the skies, airmail
pilot Jacques Bernis, dies in the desert of Rio de Oro. His second
novel, Vol de nuit (1931; Night Flight), was dedicated to the glory of
the first airline pilots and their mystical exaltation as they faced death
in the rigorous performance of their duty. His own flying adventures
are recorded in Terre des hommes (1939; Wind, Sand and Stars). He
used his plane as an instrument to explore the world and to discover
human solidarity in the fraternal efforts of men to accomplish their
tasks. His language is lyrical and moving, with a simple nobility.
Pilote de guerre (1942; Flight to Arras) is a personal reminiscence of a
reconnaissance sortie in May 1940 accomplished in a spirit of sacrifice
against desperate odds. While in America he wrote Lettre à un otage
(1943; Letter to a Hostage), a call to unity among Frenchmen, and
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Le Petit Prince (1943; The Little Prince), a child’s fable for adults, with
a gentle and grave reminder that the best things in life are still the
simplest ones and that real wealth is giving to others.

BEFORE the
PERFORMANCE
continued

The growing sadness and pessimism in Saint-Exupéry’s view of man
appears in Citadelle (1948; The Wisdom of the Sands), a posthumous
volume of reflections that show Saint-Exupéry’s persistent belief that
man’s only lasting reason for living is as repository of the values of
civilization.

THE SOLAR SYSTEM/SPACECRAFTS
(Source: European Space Agency)

The Solar System and its planets
The Solar System is made up of the Sun and all of the smaller objects
that move around it. Apart from the Sun, the largest members of the
Solar System are the eight major planets. Nearest the Sun are four
fairly small, rocky planets - Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars.
Beyond Mars is the asteroid belt – a region populated by millions of
rocky objects. These are left-overs from the formation of the planets,
4.5 billion years ago.
On the far side of the asteroid belt are the four gas giants - Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. These planets are much bigger than
Earth, but very lightweight for their size. They are mostly made of
hydrogen and helium.
Until recently, the furthest known planet was an icy world called
Pluto. However, Pluto is dwarfed by Earth’s Moon and many
astronomers think it is too small to be called a true planet.
An object named Eris, which is at least as big as Pluto, was discovered
very far from the Sun in 2005. More than 1,000 icy worlds such as Eris
have been discovered beyond Pluto in recent years. These are called
Kuiper Belt Objects. In 2006, the International Astronomical Union
decided that Pluto and Eris must be classed as “dwarf planets”.
Even further out are the comets of the Oort Cloud. These are so far
away that they are invisible in even the largest telescopes. Every so
often one of these comets is disturbed and heads towards the Sun. It
then becomes visible in the night sky.
Building a spacecraft
Spacecraft come in many shapes and sizes. They perform many
different jobs. Unlike cars, it is rare to find more than 10 satellites
that are the same. Most of them are one of a kind, each carefully put

The Little Prince

5

Educator’s Performance Guide
together by hand. Despite this, they are all designed and built in the
same way.

BEFORE the
PERFORMANCE
continued

A satellite is made up of two main parts: a platform (or bus) and a
payload (instruments or experiments).
The platform is the basic metal structure. This has to be strong, but
light. It includes the framework around which everything is built and
the various spacecraft systems – thrusters, main engine, fuel tanks and
power supply. The payload includes the equipment to communicate
with the ground, as well as cameras and other scientific instruments.
The parts of a satellite are made in many different places. They are all
sent to one centre, where they are assembled and tested in special clean
rooms. Only then is the spacecraft sent to the launch centre.
Since there are no garages in space, many satellites carry their own
‘spare parts’. If a breakdown occurs, ground controllers can order the
spacecraft to switch to a back-up piece of hardware.

PLANE CRASHES THAT CHANGED
AVIATION
(Source: David Nolan, Popular Mechanics, 8-4-17)

LOCATION: Grand Canyon
TWA Flight 2 and United Airlines Flight 718 crashed into each other,
prompting an upgrade in collision avoidance and air traffic control
systems
LOCATION: Cincinnati, OH
Air Canada Flight 797 caught fire from the bathroom, engulfing the
plane and killing 23 after emergency landing. This forced all planes to
have bathroom smoke alarms.
LOCATION: Dallas / Fort Worth, TX
Delta Air Lines Flight 191 flew into an air pocket in a storm while
descending, causing the plane to slow down rapidly and fall one mile
before the landing, killing 134 of the 163 people aboard. After a 7-year
research effort, planes added radar to detect changes in this “windshear.”
LOCATION: Exact location unknown
Malaysia Airlines 370 disappeared off radar screens on March 8, 2014,
while carrying 239 people from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing. Nobody is
sure what happened; all that is known is the plane dropped of radar,
appeared to head south for 7 hours, and assumedly dropped into the
Indian Ocean. Certain organizations are beginning to require real-time
flight tracking devices as a response.
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AFTER the
PEFORMANCE

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
Common Core anchors listed in this Educator’s Performance Guide correspond
to specific grade levels, but activities can be adapted to apply to the standards of
multiple grades.

COMMON
CORE

}

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.1 A-D
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.6

MULTIPLE
INTELLIGENCES
Linguistic
Interpersonal
Intrapersonal

#1: Marooned
Ask or arrange for students to be in groups of 4-5. If it’s more
comfortable, you may do this as an entire class. Imagine you have just
crash-landed in the middle of a scorching desert, a blistering blizzard,
remote island, et cetera. Discuss with your students:
• Where were we going?
• What happened to our transportation?
• What supplies have we brought with us?
• What supplies could we not bring with us?
• How can we get to safety?
Have each group synthesize the information into a news report of the
marooning.
Have each group present the information to the class like it was going
on a cable news channel!

COMMON
CORE

}

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3 A-E
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.4

MULTIPLE
INTELLIGENCES
Linguistic
Interpersonal
Intrapersonal

#2: To An Adult
In the story, the Little Prince visits many adults on many planets, each
with different problems and themes of their own. Have the students
think of a time when they came across an older person who they had
a disagreement or a difference of ideas. What happened? What were
your ideas? Was there a way they could work together? How did
the situation end? After brainstorming, ask students to arrange their
thoughts in the form of a letter addressed to the other person.
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AFTER the
PEFORMANCE

continued

#3: Planet Building
Gather different craft materials (construction paper, glue, tissue
paper, chenille stems, glitter, pebbles, markers, et cetera).

COMMON
CORE
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7

}

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.5 A-C
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.2

MULTIPLE
INTELLIGENCES
Linguistic
Interpersonal
Intrapersonal

Trace a large circle on some paper, or perhaps over multiple papers if
you do not have a size large enough for the whole class to add to.
Encourage students to add different things to the “world” drawn
on the paper, creating the lands, the seas, and any other realistic or
non-realistic geography. Students may also add elements around, like
suns, moons, and stars.
After the whole circle has been filled, create a culture that lives on
this planet with your students, using the following prompts and any
others you create:
• Where in space is this world?
• Is there a sun? More than one Sun? Any moons?
• What color is the water here? What color is the grass?
What color is the sky?
• What kind of people live here? Do they look like us?
• Are there any animals on this planet?
• What kind of music do they play here?
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P L AY IN G

your ROLE

PLAYING THE ROLE OF
AUDIENCE MEMBER
When young people attend a live theatre performance for the
first time they often do not realize how different it is from
watching a movie, video or TV show. Before coming to view
the play, discuss with your students how they can best play the
part of the role of audience member.
Because the performers and audience are in the same room,
they are creating the event together. A live presentation has not
been recorded with the mistakes edited out. This makes live
theatre challenging for the performers and exciting for the
audience. The more the audience responds to the actors, the
more the actors can give the audience.
Actors appreciate appropriate enthusiasm and laughter, as
well as attentive listening and concentration. Each audience
member affects those sitting nearby, as well as the performers
onstage. How positively or negatively one audience member
participates in the performance will influence how those in
surrounding seats experience it.
Because of the moment-to-moment exchange between audience
and actors, we must remember:
•

To use the restroom before coming to the theatre

•

To silence all electronic devices

•

Photography of any kind is prohibited

•

To take no food, drink or gum inside the theater building

•

To keep feet on the floor rather than on the seat in front of
you

•

To give energy and attention to the actors

•

Actors appreciate laughter, vocal responses and applause;
chatting, gossiping and negative comments about what
the actors do or wear are examples of inappropriate and
disturbing vocal responses.

The Little Prince

9

Educator’s Performance Guide

REP
NEWS

F l i n t R e p e r t o r y T h e at r e

education
get into the act
CLASSES FOR YOUTH
& TEENS START

JANUARY 15

CLASSES FOR ADULTS START

FEBRUARY 23
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You might also be
interested in

THEATRE
WORKSHOPS

B

ring the Flint Repertory
educational staff to your
location to explore the world
of theatre through exciting
hands-on activities with
theatre professionals.
Theatre workshops
are available in the
following areas:
• Acting
• Improvisation
• Play writing
• Puppetry
• Pre-show/Post-show
• Bullying/Other Social
Topics
• Professional Development
• Back Stage Tours
Many of these topics are
available at low-to no-cost for
qualified organizations.

T

o learn more about
The Rep’s offerings
for teachers contact our
Managing Director:

Samuel J. Richardson
1220 E. Kearsley Street
Flint, MI 48503

Phone:

810.237.2522

2018 - 2019 FLINT REP LEARNING THROUGH THEATRE SEASON
Show Title

Age
Recommendation

The Little Prince*

Riddle of the
Trilobites*

Date

Location

Grades Pre-K and up

December
14, 18, 19, 20

Bower
Theater

Grades Pre-K and up

March
1, 5, 6, 7

Elgood
Theater

*Theatre for Young Audiences Series & Learning Through Theatre

2018 - 2019 FLINT REPERTORY SIGNATURE SERIES
Show Title

Age
Recommendation

The Boatman

Date

Location

Teens & Adults

Sept. 28 - 30 &
Oct 5 - 7

Elgood
Theater

Assassins

Teens & Adults

November
9 - 18

Elgood
Theater

The Wolves

Teens & Adults

February
8 - 17

Bower
Theater

The Glass Menagerie

Teens & Adults

April
5 - 14

Elgood
Theater

Songs About Stuff:
The Music of Wally
Pleasant

Teens & Adults

May 31 June 9

Elgood
Theater

Fax:

810.237.1531

Email:

SRichardson@FlintRep.org
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